Es 
To the Honourable Houſe.of Commons. 


The Humble Petition of the Poor Fournymen $hooe-makers of the City of Londori; I 
Weſtminſter and Southwark, and their Brethren of the Countrey. *Þ 


the Nation,atter ſo Jare, ( tho? happy) a Revoiurtion,and Io long and troubleſome aWar,makes h 
us unwilling to perplex your Honours Councils with ſuch mean Perſons concerns ; Or, to 5 
trouble your Honours render Ears with the Cry*s of our Languiſhing Families. But confi- | 
dering that / 7ade is a National concern, and at this time wants your Honours conſideration ; and' | 
the cry's of our wives and children for bread, and having no work to get bread for'en, forces usto | 
implore your Houours Countel and help herein, the retult whereof we ſhall with all humility ſub- | 
mit unto. : | 

Since the A paſſc1 for rhe Tranſportation of Leather, wherein the King is toallow-x0 /, ger cent. 
for all Leather that ſhall be tranſported, and not wrong ht, and but 5}. per cent. for goods wrought aua ma= | 
nufattured ; by which means. the Me7can? is encouraged to tranſport great quantities of our veſt *| 
Leather ; and the allowance tor tratiſporcing goods mauutattured being fo little, that fince rhe A& | 
was made, little 'of ſuch goods is traniported,and che Trade thereby much impaired,ind many thous , 
ſand Families in City and Country waot bread,theMaſters having not Trade to keep them at work. 
So that if the AR continue but one year longer, and the disbanded Soldiers come home, the Mer- 
chants muſt cranſport them, with the Leather or they ſtarve here, or betake themſclyes to ill conrles 
for bread. 

Before the A& paſſed, there was vaſt quantities bf manufaQtured goods ſent from this City and 
che Country to the Plantations, and orhier places heyond Seas, by which our Maſters 2 or 
rimes a year cleared their Shops or their goods, and cauſed tiie Trade to flouriſh, Work to be plenty, 
and Journey men able to maintain their Families. and the Merchant imployed by bringing the Pro- 
ducts of other Nations for our manutattured goods : Whereas now tor the Dran-b+:4 Mene;, the | 
Merchazt traniports our Leather, aid Workmen with 1t, to. other Countries, in orccr for the Plan- 
tations to manufact ure their own Guod:, and4o the Forutgn Trade iti be wholly loſt, and theTrade 
thereby greatly impaired; And whereas there were many tioutand Hogsheads of Shoones lent over 
to the Plantations tor the Pla'iters ro wear, as alſo other goods, which ayvanced Trade,and imploy» 
ed a numerous company of men. Whereas now Leather and Wearkmen are {ent inftead 'thereof, 

which will cauſe ao infinite number of men ro want vread. "= 

And whereas the 7r «jlacors heretofore mended up Old yhooes, and had a good Trade in ſending 
them to Fravce, and lived well thereby; but ſince the 47, and the Merchant encoaraged totranſporr 
our Leacher,having fuci large alloyance therefore, that with our own Jeather they can make New _ 
Shoes, and fell chem as chcapto the pevple as rhey bought the Old ones,and cheaper than our own 
people can buy Shooes here. and 0 have no need of our manufactured Ware. . 

Our Merchants buying up our beſt Leather,and tranſporting it, and ſome of, our beſt Workmern, 
having for want of Work bren forced to leave the Country;and other Countries being able by the 
Draw b.ck money rv maiutfatcture our own Leather cheaper than we can; and Jack-Boots being- 
maZde of rhe be Leather and by the ableſt Workmen, tho' heretofore no good ones could be had, 
but fr. m England ; other Countreys now having our Leather Cheaper rhen we have'it, and our 
Workmen leaving the Netion, ſo that it's become a great Trade beyond Seas, and our Maſters 
have Loſt, a great branch of their Trade which is ſo much decayed, and if not ſpeedily prevented 
will be totally loſt. x party | ...» 

Moſt humbly praying your Honours to conſ1Jer, that as the tranſporting of Wool does deſtroy 
the Woollen ManufaQtory, and the peor that work it; evtnſo does the tranſporting the unwrought 
Leather, injure the Maſters, and the Journeymen »hoce-makers, he” 

And as the importing of wrought goods deſtroys the poor Weavers, even {o the manufaQturing 
of our Leather beyond Seas, deſiroys the poor Shoocmakers,and which does both cauſe Infidels and 
other Nations to take money for their Commodities, which before had on manufeRarice. 


(CC:fericw the /mmenſe concerns this Honourable Houſe have at preſent to ſettle Aﬀairs of : 


- . | | TE ORItTUY HUGH IBPAITCO,1NG Man Js 
ſand Families in City and Country waot bread,theMaſfters having not Trade to kee p them ” work. 
So that if the A& continue but one year longer, and the disbanded Soldiers come home,” the Mer- 
chants muſt tranſport them, with the Leather or they ſtarve here, or betake themſclves to ill conries 
for bread. 

Before the AR paſſed, there was vaſt quantities bf manufaQtured goods ſent from this City and 
the Country to the Plantations, afhd other places heyond Seas, by which our Maſters 2 or 
rimes a year cleared their Shops ot their goods, and cauſed ttie Trade to flouriſh, Work to be plenty, 
and Journeymen able to maintain their Families, and the Merchant imployed by bringing the Pro- 
dutts of other Nations for our manutattured goods : Whereas now tor the Dran-b+f Meone;, the 
Merchaxt traniports our Leather, aid Workmen with it, to. other Countries, in order for the Plan- 
tations ro manufacture their own Guods, and io the Foruign Trade witi be wholly loſt, ant theTrade 
thereby greatly impaired; And whereas there werc many tioutand Hogsheads of Shooes lent over 
to the Plantations jor the Plariters ro wear, as allo other goods, which advanced Trade,and imploys 
ed a numerous company of men. Whereas now Leather and Werkmen are ſent inſtead 'thereo®, 
which will cauſe an infinite number of men ro want vread. "8 

And whereas the 7r «;lazors heretofore mended up Old nooes, and had a good Trade in ſending 
them to Fraxce, and lived well thereby; but fince the 4.7, and the Merchanr enconraped to tranſporc 
our Leather,baving ſuci large allogance therefore, that with our own Jcather they can make New 

Shooes, and ſell chem as chcapto the pevple as they bought the Old ones,and cheaper than our own 
people can buy Shoves here. and io have no need of our manufactured Ware. . 

Onur Merchants buying up our beſt Leather,and tranſporting it, and ſome of, our b&ſt Workmer, 
having for want of Work bren forced to leave the Country,and other Countries being able by the 
Draw b.ck money rv maiutatture our own Leather cheaper than we can; and Jack-Boots being- 
maZge of rhe bef? Leather and by the ableſt Workmen, tho? heretofore no good ones could be had, 
but fr. m Erg/and ; other Countreys now having our Leather Cheaper then we have'it, and aur 
Workmen leaving the Netion, ſo that it's become a great Trade beyond Seas, and our Maſters 
have Loſt, a great branch of their Trade which is ſo much decayed, and- if not ſpeedily prevented 
will be totally loſt. | Io 

Moſt humbly praying your Honours to con{iJer, that as the tranſporting of Wool does deſtroy 
the Woollen ManufaQtory, and the peor that work it, even ſo does the tranſporting the unwrought 
Leather, injure the Maſters, and the Journeymen »hoce-makers, ho 

And as the importing of wrought goods deſtroys the poor Weavers, even {o the manufaQturin 
of our Leather beyond Seas, deſiroys the poor Shoormakers,and which does both cauſe Infidels aad 
other Nations to take money for their Commodities, which before had our manufaQories. 

 Andas the keeping our Wool in our own Nation does not hinder the Farmer,to neither does the 

working up our own Leather hinder the Grazier of making his Rent, or paying his Landlord. 

So that if the tranſportivg of Leather was wholly taken off, or the who): Draw-back money a!- 
lowed to the Tranſporter of wrought goods,it would greatly increaſe rhat Trade of:the Nation,anid re- 
lieve many thouſands of poor men, and keep many Jolly men in the Nation, who will be ready to 
ſerve the King and Country onall occaſions ; and our Merchants for our wrought goods, would 
bring many uſeful Commoditiesinto the Nation : And alſocauſe a conſiderable. coniumption of 
Flax and Hemp, that is made into Thread ro make the Shooes and Boots. 

To conclude, we do not hereby indeavour to Impair or leſſen the Kings Taxes, but rather to fave the Kino 
the needleſs draw-back Money (which is Conſiderable) that now is given, 214 occations the loſs of our Trade, 


and ruines many Thouſands of Poor Workmen, and Robsthe King of many good SubjeRs, bur what we deiwe 
is only to preſerve our Native Right, and maintain our Languiſhing Families. 


And if any ſhould ſay, That there 2s but one Tear to come of the Att. | 1 
A. This 2 Years paſt hath ſo much decayed our Trade, that if it ſhould laſt bu: another, it mult certainly 


deſtroy it quite, agd all men knows, that knowsany thing, that if a forreign Trade is once loſt it*s (cldom or 
never retrieved. | 


” In conſideration whereof we'moſt humbly hope and pray yourRonours, that as yon have to your everlaſting 
Praiſe, Signalized your Zeal for the of the Poor, in being their Council againſt all Oppoſition of Rich 
Men, in the Voluntary dri in of Bills to relieve them with Bread: for their Poor Families, .by which many - * * 
Thonſands may be preſerved from ſtarving : So alſo we humblyPray your Honours to be ourFriends alſo,topres | ..; 
. nent the Transportation of unwrought Leather, which will enable your Peticioners to get Bread for their Fa» | \ 
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